About our presenter: David Reed has been principal owner of Mapleton Nurseries since 1998, but he also has a parallel career at the senior levels of business.  A Certified Public Accountant, he has diverse experience in financial and investment management, accounting, derivatives and international business.  He has served as managing director of Reed & Company, a privately held wealth management and consulting firm in Princeton, New Jersey since 1995, and serves as director and chair of the audit committee for two management investment companies. 

This business acumen puts him in a better position than most to understand the financial challenges of the nursery business. Quips his past partner, Bill Flemer IV “There is a small fortune to be made in the nursery business – First you start with a large fortune…"

Dave has a strong belief in community service, and has been involved in many community projects in the Princeton area.  For example, in 2009, working with Boy Scouts from Troop 43, he and Mapleton Nursery Staff helped to install a community garden for residents of Elm Court and the Harriet Byron House in Princeton.  A highlight of the project was raised beds to allow wheelchair access to gardening. Dave helped a local Girl Scout troop to install a butterfly garden at the Mapleton Preserve, and also provided tree-related programs for the girls.  He has been a true friend to the Friends of Princeton Nursery Lands, freely donating his time and expertise.  He provided planting assistance (and his awesome digging auger) when we planted trees in the Flemer Arboretum, and has even provided tree babysitting for the specimens that were donated to us.

About Mapleton Nurseries: Following the closing of Princeton Nurseries’ Kingston location, Dave Reed and Bill Flemer IV were able to lease land on the former Princeton Nurseries seed beds that border Mapleton Road to establish Mapleton Nurseries.  Bill has now retired from involvement in the nursery, but still serves as its horticultural advisor.  David, his wife Dolores and their staff have continued to nurture the 12-acre property since 1998.  

Mapleton Nurseries is a wholesale operation that specializes in container-grown plants. It offers a full assortment of the most popular and useful groundcovers, shade trees, and flowering and evergreen shrubs and trees.  Its stock includes many native plants and deer resistant specimens, an important property in this part of New Jersey.  It also has many unusual plants that are not available from other suppliers, and offers landscaping, hardscaping and lighting expertise.  The nursery should be lovely at the time of the tour, with many spring-flowering trees and shrubs in bloom.

